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Abstract:  The title  of  the  article  is  “Ways  of  teaching pronunciation".  This
assignment  contains  the  analysis  of  the  concept  and  importance  of  pronunciation
teaching. It also investigates the common barriers of teaching English pronunciation.
Since, teaching pronunciation is inevitable, there will be some recommendations for
effective teaching English pronunciation. 
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Introduction. Teaching  pronunciation  is  the  challenging  task  with  different
tasks.  While,  efficiency  in  English  is  important,  the  learners  cannot  avoid
pronunciation. Because, the skills of reading and writing are useless if the learners are
unable  to  utter  the  grammatical  structures  or  words  correctly.  Pronunciation  is
inseparable  from  listening  and  speaking  skills.  In  learning  English  as  a  second
language,  learners  focus  to  grammar  and  vocabulary.  Unfortunately,  most  of  the
learners  do  not  pay  attention  to  the  pronunciation.  Yet,  pronunciation  learning
improves speaking as well as listening. Even teaching English as a second language,
most of the teachers do not emphasize on the pronunciation, because there are a lot of
materials  of  curriculum to  teach  the  students  and  there  is  no  sufficient  time  for
teaching pronunciation in the class  room. In this assignment,  the concept and the
importance  of  teaching  English  pronunciation  will  be  discussed.  Moreover,  there
some barriers that affect pronunciation learning/teaching. They will be shown in this
paper. Later on, there are some recommendations to overcome the barriers of learning
/ teaching pronunciation.
Definition  of  pronunciation.  First  of  all,  we  will  discuss  about  what
pronunciation means and what teaching pronunciation is before we go to the main
task.
Longman Dictionary of Applied Linguistics  emphasizes that pronunciation is
“the  way  sounds  are  perceived  by  the  hearer”.  According  to  one  study
(Pronunciation,2011),  pronunciation “ means language is  used and spoken,  or  the
attitude in which the one gives voice to a word”. Moreover, it can be defined that
pronunciation refers to the ability to use the correct stress, rhythm and intonation of a
word in a spoken language. In other words, pronunciation refers producing sounds,
and communication consists of sounds.
As Harmer (2007, p, 248) states that “pronunciation teaching not only makes
students aware of different sounds and sound features, but can also improve their
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speaking immeasurably”. In that way, learners could communicate in target language
effectively.  For  instance,  the  one  who  can  comprehend  grammar  but  cannot  use
correct pronunciation may not be understood by native speakers.
Teaching and learning pronunciation
Pronunciation teaching: 
When teaching pronunciation,  we use different  strategies in order to achieve
comprehensible pronunciation. According to Richard R. Lane (1995, p, viii) there are
some teaching approaches aimed at pronunciation teaching- 
There are said: Give your students a good model of pronunciation to follow.
Let your students see your mouth when you speak.
Remember that for a student to achieve his goal of accurate pronunciation, he
must first hear the sound correctly and understand its proper articulation. This takes
time, patience and drilling. Use the diagrams to indicate the position of the tongue,
teeth and lips. Be very careful that your students position these organs correctly, for if
you do not, they will not be able to reproduce the quality of sound necessary to speak
without an accent.
Teacher’s role in teaching and learning pronunciation
The role of teachers is to help their students to perceive sounds that are often
misperceive because of the false similarity in learners’ mother tongue. Teachers need
to  check  whether  their  learners  are  hearing  sounds  according  to  the  appropriate
categories and help them to develop new categories if  necessary.  In this situation
teachers have to explain and guide their students how to imitate and pronounce new
sounds that do not exist in their mother tongue. 
Pronunciation is the first and important thing the native speakers notice during a
conversation. Knowing grammar and vocabulary are important but useless if we are
unable to pronoun those stuctures or words correctly. Also, native speakers are more
likely to understand you, even if we make grammatical mistakes rather than if we
make mistakes in pronunciation. Even the simplest words misspoken will keep you
from effectively communicating with native English speakers. Realize though, that if
our pronunciation is good, we will be understood anywhere we go. 
According to Gerald Kelly (2018, p, 13) a lot of pronunciation teaching tends to
be done in response to errors which students make in the classroom. Such reactive
teaching is, of course, absolutely necessary, and will always be so. Grammatical and
lexical  difficulties  arise  in  the  classroom  too,  and  teachers  also  deal  with  these
reactively.
Barriers of Teaching English Pronunciation
Based  on  literature  review  and  investigation  of  teaching  and  learning  of
pronunciation, the researchers identify some barriers faced by the teachers as well as
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the learners. Here are some common barriers closely associated with teaching English
pronunciation:
Age: It is a common thing that most of the learners start learning pronunciation
of English when their age is twenty to thirty years old. It affects them to imitate the
sounds of words.
The Native Language: The mother tongue can create difficulty for pronunciation
of English. For example, Bangladeshi learners could encounter some problems while
they pronounce “R”, because English is “R” less though sometimes “R” is sounded.
On the other hand, in Bengali, the sound of “R”(র) is always pronounced. In other
word, “R”(র)cannot be avoided to utter.
Accent: Earlier, we have told that there are various accents in English speaking
countries. The students always confuse about which accent they should follow. For
instance,  people  from  New  York  speak  different  English  than  people  from
Calofornia. Apart from this, the accents of U.K is totally different from the U.S.A and
all other English speaking countries.
Intonation: One of the most complex area of pronunciation is intonation. Most
of the students worry to identify the different patterns of rising and falling tones.
Surrounding: One of the major problems is learning surrounding. Usually, the
learners have not enough study environment for pronunciation. In other words, they
cannot practice pronunciation with co-learners.
Low Motivation: Learners’ motivation is vital to learn pronunciation. To our
dismay, motivation is absent in many of the the learners.
Lack of Knowledge: Learning pronunciation is not only based on class room
activities but also on out side of the class room when the students are free. But most
of  the  students  cannot  do  their  parctice  of  pronunciation,  because  they  have  no
sufficient knowledge how to make sounds of a word correctly or how to pronounce
fluently.
Recommendation 
Having found some barriers,  a  teacher can apply some recommendations for
better teaching English pronunciation to overcome them. They are:
Working with Accent: Since, there is the number of accents, a teacher helps the
students  choose  or  follow  “Received  pronunciation(RP)”,  “General  American
English(GA)”, or “BBC English”.
Working with Intonation: The structure of pitch can be drawn in which we are
saying and to convey mood. For example, by using of yes/no question, a teacher can
ask students: “Are you okay?”. After answering yes/no, students can easily realise
their falling and rising tones.
Use of Phonetic Transcript: The IPA should be introduced with the students in
order to focus on the issue of connected speech in English.
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Tongue Twister: Tongue twisters are useful to teach students on some of the
more challenging phonemes.
Imitation: Imotation is a helpful tool for the students learning pronunciation. The
students should be encouraged to imitate the sound pronounced by the teacher or
played from audio and video pronunciation. 
Pronunciation Games: Pronunciation games can be applied in the classroom for
the students and help the students  find the similar  or  disssimilar  sounds of  given
words. For example, students can be asked to find out the similar sound of “ Bit” by
marking on the particular phonemes.
Technology: In this modern age,  it  is  to have technological  devises for  easy
teaching  pronunciation  such  as  audio  and  video  recordings,  and  pronunciation
softwares. Such devises helip the students “ self – instruction”. In addition to this,
some of the devises are portable to carry in a hand or pocket. The students can play
and hear repeatedly and at the same time, they will pick up listening skill as well.
Conclusion. In conclusion, it can be said that teaching English pronunciation is
important  for  the  students’  successful  communication  and  outstanding
comprehension.  To aware  of  the  pronunciation  for  the  teachers  and the students,
some  developments  and  needs  of  pronunciation  are  discussed  in  this  paper.  In
addition, English language learners and teachers should emphasize on pronunciation.
There are some barriers that affect pronunciation teaching process. To be clear, the
teachers must keep in mind those barriers. After that, the teacher can choose some of
the recommendations mentioned in this study to teach the students in a friendly and
cool manner, and may have the good feedback.
References
1.  Longman  Dictionary  of  Contemporary  English
(http://www.ldoceonline.com/)
2.  Harmer,  J.  (2001).  The  practice  of  English  language  teaching.  Harlow:
England Pearson Education 
3. Richard, Lane. 1995. Lane's English Pronunciation Guide. 
4.  Kelly,  Gerald.  2001. How to Teach Pronunciation.  Pearson ESL:Pap/Com
edition
"Science and Education" Scientific Journal Volume 1 Issue 1
332 www.openscience.uz
